THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. V.

Wars tie
coronation
a surprise 1

Western capital against a daughter who had become a
mistress; an exercise of the sacred right of insurrection,
ustified by the weakness and wickedness of the Byzantine
mnces, hallowed to the eyes of the world by the sanction
of Christ's representative, but founded upon no law, nor
competent to create any for the future.
It is an interesting and somewhat perplexing question,
low far the coronation scene, an act as imposing in its
circumstances as it was momentous in its results, was
prearranged among the parties. Eginhard tells us that
Charles was accustomed to declare that he would not,
even on so high a festival, have entered the church had
ae known of the Pope's intention. Even if the monarch
tiad uttered, the secretary would hardly have recorded a
falsehood long after the motive that might have prompted
it had disappeared. Of the existence of that motive
which has been most commonly assumed, a fear of the
discontent of the Franks who might think their liberties
endangered, little or no proof can be brought from the
records of the time, wherein the nation is represented as
exulting in the new dignity of their chief as an accession
of grandeur to themselves. Nor can we suppose that
Charles's disavowal was meant to soothe the offended
pride of the Byzantine princes, from whom he had nothing
to fear, and who were none the more likely to recognize
his dignity, if they should believe it to be not of his own
seeking. Yet it is hard to suppose the whole affair a sur-
prise ; for it was the goal towards which the policy of the
Frankish kings had for many years pointed, and Charles
himself, in sending before him to Rome many of the
spiritual and temporal magnates of his realm, in summon-
ing thither his son Pipin from the war against the Lom-
bards of Benevento, had shewn that he expected some